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THIS FOLLOWS CAP661134 RECEIVED: L5J RANCH COMMCIN 

ll:ii5 PM THURSDAY 1 DECEMEER 1966 

FROM: SAIGON 

ACTION: SECSTATE IMMEDIATE 
NODI S/MARIGOLD 

A. WHEN I ARRIVED AT D* ORLANDI* S APARTMENT DECEMBER 1 AT 

6:15 FOR OUR MEETING WITH LEWANDOWSKI, D* ORLANDI MET ME IN THE 
HALL, SAYING THAT SOMETHING BIG HAD HAPPENED* WHEN WE WENT INTO 
THE ROOM WHERE LEWANDOWSKI WAS WAITING AND WE SAT DOWN AROUND 
THE TABLE, D* ORLANDI SAID THAT IT WAS IMPERATIVE THAT CONTINUED 
SECRECY BE ASSURED* HANOI, HE SAID, HAD MADE A SPECIFIC POINT 
OF LEAKAGE. IF THERE SHOULD EVER BE ANY LEAK, THERE WILL BE AN 
IMMEDIATE DENIAL BY HANOI AND BY THE POLISH GOVERNMENT. 

B. I ASSURED HIM THAT I WAS TOTALLY IN SYMPATHY WITH THE POLICY 
OF SECRECY AND THAT SO WAS THE UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT. 

THEY COULD ABSOLUTELY COUNT ON OUR LEAVING NO STONE UNTURNED 
TO PRESERVE SECRECY. 

C. LEWANDOWSKI THEN BEGAN HIS STATEMENT. HE FIRST THANKED ME 
FOR COMING TODAY. HE THEN SAID: "MY TRIP TO HANOI WAS VERY 
IMPORTANT. YOU SHOULD UNDERSTAND THAT WHAT HAS BEEN REACHED UP 
TO NOW IN OUR CONVERSATIONS IN SAIGON AND IN MY CONVERSATIONS 

MAY BE DECISIVE. BOTH MR RAPACKI AND MR GOMULKA 

T H X NK SO » 

D. "I PRESENTED TO HANOI MY UNDERSTANDING OF THE U.S. POSITION 
BASED ON OUR CONVERSATIONS OF NOVEMBER 14 AND OUR PREVIOUS 

“VACATED THE NUMBERS OF THE PARAGRAPHS AS 
HE WENT ALONG, AS FOLLOWS: 

"I. I HAVE INSISTED THAT THE UNITED STATES IS INTERESTED IN A 
PEACEFUL SOLUTION THROUGH NEGOTIATIONS. IN A 

"2. NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD NOT BE INTERPRETED AS A WAY TO NEGOTIATED 
SURRENDER BY THOSE OPPOSING THE UNITED STATES IN VIET-NAM A 
POLITICAL NEGOTIATION WOULD BE AIMED AT FINDING AN ACCEPTABLE 
SOLUTION TO ALL THE PROBLEMS, HAVING IN MIND T HAT T HE PR ESE NT 
STATUS QUO IN SOUTH VIET-NAM MUST BE CHANGED IN ORDER TO TAKE 
INTO ACCOUNT THE INTERESTS OF THE PART IES PRESENTLY OPPOSING T HF 
POLICY OF THE UNITED STATES IN SOUTH VIET -NAMf AND THAT ^SUCH I 
SOLUTION MAY BE REACHED IN AN HONORABLE AND DIGNIFIED WAY NOT 
DETRIMENTAL TO NATIONAL PRIDE AND PRESTIGE. "° T 
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3. THAT THE UNITED STATES ARE NOT INTERESTED FROM A POINT 
OF VIEW OF ITS NATIONAL INTERESTS IN HAVING A PERMANENT OR 
LONG TERM MILITARY PRESENCE IN SOUTH VIET-NAM ONCE A PEACEFUL 
SOLUTION TO THE CONFLICT HAS BEEN REACHED. THAT IS WHY THE OFFER 
MADE IN MANILA REGARDING THE WITHDRAWAL OF U. S. TROOPS AND 

THE LIQUIDATION OF AMERICAN BASES SHOULD BE CONSIDERED IN ALL 
SERIOUSNESS. 

"4. THE UNITED STATES WOULD BE READY, SHOULD OTHER PARTIES 
SHOW A CONSTRUCTIVE INTEREST IN A NEGOTIATED SETTLEMENT, TO 
WORK OUT AND TO DISCUSS WITH THEM PROPOSALS 9F SUCH A SETTLE- 
MENT COVERING ALL IMPORTANT PROBLEMS INVOLVED FROM A CEASE-FIRE 
TO A FINAL SOLUTION AND WITHDRAWAL OF U.S. TROOPS. 

"J; JJAT TWE UNITED STATES, WITHIN A GENERAL SOLUTION, WOULD 

F0RMAT * 0N 0F A SOUTH VIETNAMESE GOVERNMENT 
BASED ON THE TRUE WILL OF THE VIETNAMESE PEOPLE WITH PARTICIPATION 
OF ALL THROUGH FREE DEMOCRATIC ELECTIONS, AND THAT THE UNITED 
5!^^ WOULD BE PREPARED TO ACCEPT THE NECESSARY JoJtrOL 

ELFrTTnwq DEM0CRAT Ic AND FREE CHARACTER OF SUCH 

ELECTIONS AND TO RESPECT THE RESULTS OF SUCH ELECTIONS* 

mam Mt^T^oiPn? STATES HELD THE VIEW THAT UNIFICATION OF VIET- 
BE DECIDED BY THE VIETNAMESE THEMSELVES FOR WHICH 
THE RESTORATION OF PEACE AND THE FORMATION OF PROPER REPRESENT- 

0F THE PE0PLE S0UTH ««-■*" IS A NECESSARY^ 

THE UNITED STATES ARE READY TO ACCEPT AND RESPECT A TRUE 
AND COMPLETE NEUTRALITY OF SOUTH VIET-NAM. 

UNITED STATES ARE PREPARED TO STOP THE BOMBING OF THE 
TERRITORY OF NORTH VIET-NAM IF THIS WILL FACILITATE SUCH A 
PEACEFUL SOLUTION. IN DOING SO, THE UNITED STATES ARE READY 
TO AVOID ANY APPEARANCE THAT NORTH VIET-NAM IS FOR CED TO 
TH^rv ^ E BOMBINGS OF THAT NORTH VIET-NAM HAVE NEGOTIATED 
uftT E nn*! AtlGE FOR CESSATION OF BOMBING. STOPPING OF BOMBINGS WOULD 

nl " E “ GNI J I0N ° R CONFIRMATION BY NORTH VIET- NAM THAT ^ 

ITS ARMED FORCES ARE OR WERE INFILTRATING INTO SOUTH VIET-NAM. 

COMMENT: AT THIS POINT LEWANDOWSKI CITED PHASE A AND PHASE B 
OF 7 OUR LAST CONVERSATION IN WHICH I QUOT ED P AR A 3 D OR YO UR 

END COMMENT. 


"9. I HAVE INFORMED THE PROPER GOVERNMENTAL SOURCES 
THAT AT THE SAME TIME, THE UNITED STATES, WHILE NOT 
EXCLUDING THE UNIFICATION OF VIET-NAM, WOULD NOT AGREE 
TO UNIFICATION UNDER MILITARY PRESSURE. 
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WHILE THE UNITED STATES ARE SEEKING A PEACEFUL 
SOLUTION TO THE CONFLICT, IT WOULD BE UNREALISTIC TO EXPECT 
UNITED STATES WILL DECLARE NOW OR IN THE FUTURE 

END GF C STATEMEN? F N ° R ™ VIET ' NAM ’ S F0UR 0R FIVE POINTS." 

**o rt l?r. THEN ST0PPED AND SAID, "I ASK YOU WHETHER THIS IS 
A CORRECT STATEMENT OF THE UNITED STATES POINT OF VIEW.” 

F * I SAID THAT OBVIOUSLY ON A MATTER OF SUCH INPORTANCE. 

I WOULD HAVE TO REFER TO MY GOVERNMENT FOR A DEFINITIVE 
REPLY, BUT I COULD SAY OFF HAND THAT MUCH OF WHAT HE 
CITED WAS IN KEEPING WITH THE SPIRIT OF OUR POLICY. 

G. PERSONALLY, I WOULD LIKE TO HAVE A CLOSER DEFINITION 
OF THE LANGUAGE IN HIS PARAGRAPH 2 STATING THAT THE "PRESENT 
STATUS QUO IN VIET-NAM MUST BE CHANGED IN ORDER TO TAKE 
INTO ACCOUNT THE INTERESTED PARTIES OPPOSING THE POLICY 
OF THE UNITED STATES IN SOUTH VIET-NAM." HE SAID THAT 
HE WOULD BE GLAD TO CHANGE THE WORD FROM "MUST" TO "WOULD". 

I SAID THAT THIS WAS OBVIOUSLY SOMETHING WHICH COULD 
BE DISCUSSED. 


H. ANOTHER POINT WHICH I FELT MIGHT NEED SOME CLARIFICATION 
WOULD BE THE FIRST SENTENCE IN PARAGRAPH 8 WHICH STATED: 

"THE UNITED STATES ARE PREPARED TO STOP THE BOMBING 

OF THE TERRITORY OF NORTH VIET-NAM IF THIS 
WILL FACILITATE A PEACEFUL SOLUTION." 

I. IN GENERAL, IT WAS CORRECT TO SAY THAT WE WERE INTERESTED 
IN A PEACEFUL SOLUTION, WE WISHED TO HUMILIATE NOBODY, 

WE DID NOT WISH ANYONE TO LOSE PRIDE OR PRESTIGE, AND THAT OUR 
OFFER AT MANILA WAS MADE IN GOOD FAITH. 


J. LEWANDOWSKI THEN SAID THAT WHAT HE HAD JUST READ WAS 
"VERY FIRMLY BASED ON CONVERSATIONS WITH THE MOST RESPECTABLE 
GOVERNMENT SOURCES IN HANOI" AND THAT IT WAS IN ADDITION 
"VOUCHED FOR BY MR RAPACKI." HE SAID THAT HE MADE THAT 
STATEMENT SO AS TO " AVOID ANY BELIEF ON YOUR PART THAT 
THIS WAS NOT A SERIOUS PROPOSITION." 


K. HE ADDED: "I AM AUTHORIZED TO SAY THAT IF THE UNITED 
STATES ARE REALLY OF THE VIEWS WHICH I HAVE PRESENTED, 

IT WOULD BE ADVISABLE TO CONFIRM THEM DIRECTLY BY CONVERSATION 
WITH THE NORTH VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR IN WARSAW." 
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L* HE THEN REPEATED ONCE AGAIN THAT "IN CASE OF ANY LEAK, 

A DENIAL WOULD BE ISSUED." HE REPEATED THAT “SECRECY IS 
OF FUNDAMENTAL IMPORTANCE IN THIS CASE. IN FACT , IT IS AN 
ESSENTIAL ELEMENT OF THE WHOLE PROPOSITION." 

M. HE THEN SAID: " THE UNITED STATES SHOULD STOP 
THE BOMBING OF NORTH VIET-NAM APART FROM ALL OTHER 
THINGS." 

N HE STATED* "I WAS ALSO INFORMED BY HANOI AND WARSAW THAT 
I SHOULD BE READY TO PLAGE MYSELF AI YOUR DISPOSAL FOR 
ANY COMMENT THAT YOU MIGHT WISH TO MAKE." 

0 I SAID THAT I WOULD BE INTERESTED IN KNOWING WHO 
WAS THE "RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT SOURCE IN HANOI" WITH WHOM 
HE SPOKE AFTER SOME HESITATION, HE SAID THAT IT WAS 
PHAM VAN DONG, WHO SPOKE AFTER "COLLECTIVE DEBATE AMONG 
ALL THE PROPER AUTHORITIES" • 

IN OTHER WORDS, THIS HAD " THE PRESIDIUM BEHIND IT." 

HE THEN SAID: 

P "IF YOU AGREE THAT MY PRESENTATION IS IN ACCORD 
WITH YOURS AND ARE READY TO CONFIRM IT WITH THE NORTH 
VIETNAMESE AMBASSADOR IN MOSCOW, I W^LD ASK FOR ANOTHER 

1^ ASKED T w°HAT CL ?ffiS^ P WER H E? G AND HE SAID "^ IDENTITY OF THE 
U S SK REPREsLtATIVE". HE ADDED THAT BOTH RAPACKI AND 
rnMULKA ATTACHED GREAT IMPORTANCE TO HIS TALKS WITH ME# 

SPECIFICALLY «A»I TO CONVINCE YOU OF THE IMPORTANCE 
SHOULD BE ATTACHED BY THE UNITED STATES," HE ADDED. 

0 I ASSURED HIM THAT WE DID ATTACH GREAT IMPORTANCE 
M THIS. HE ADDED THAT MOSCOW HAD BEEN INFORMED. 

n ur then SAID THAT HE HOPED WE WOULD GET AT THIS AS "FAST AS 
POSSIBLE^ THE MORE DELAY, THE GREATER THE DANGER. THE DANGERS 
WERE TWO-FOLD -- 1) THE DANGER OF A LEAK, AND 2) THAT THERE 
UQULD BE SOMEONE ** WORKING AGAINST A SOLUTION**# HE FELT 
THAT WE SHOULD "KEEP THE PRESENT CHAPTNEtT’ AND THAT WE 
c«nin n -NOT TRY OTHER CHANNELS." TO DO SO WOULD NOT 
ONLY L CREATE THE DANGER OF A LEAK BUT ALSO THE DANGER OF MIS- 
INTERPRETATION. 
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